
Hello OGE Community, 
It’s February and love is in the air! The love of books and reading, that is!  This week kicks off I Love to Read 
Month, and to celebrate students are invited to participate in the Annual OGE book swap. Bring in gently used 
books from now until Feb 12. On February 13, students who brought in books will get to choose books to bring 
home. Students who do not bring in books to trade can purchase books at the end of the day for 25 cents each. 
Another great way to add to your student’s personal library is at the Scholastic Book Fair, February 26-28. 
Purchases made help earn books for the OGE media center and classroom libraries. The month long celebration of 
literacy ends on the 29th with the Bloomington Book Fest. This free family event is sponsored by Community 
Education and will run 9:00am-12:00pm at Oak Grove Middle School. More information about all of these events 
and opportunities to volunteer at them can be found at: oge.ptboard.com 

Wishing you all happy reading!  
Lisa Johnson 
PTA President  

“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Dr. 
Seuss 
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P.I.E. + PTA 
Partners in Education 
(PIE),  PTA meeting, 
Dinner & Activities

2/3
MAKER SPACE 

Hands on fun with Lego, 
Wedos, Knex, puzzles and 

more! 

2/11
DINING FOR DOLLARS 
SATURDAY-Rise Up Nutrition 

99th & Lyndale 

2/15 
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OGE FEATURE: Lego League Robotics Team- by parent, Dave Yehl 

 OGE’s First Lego League (FFL) Robotics Team, “Artificial Intelligence” is headed to the State Championship in 
Saint Paul, February 22nd!  Composed of six fifth-graders from OGE’s Dimensions program, the team advanced past both 
the Regional and Sectional Tournaments.  FLL is an international science and technology organization that encourages 
innovation, teamwork, and robotics engineering on the Lego Mindstorm EV3 platform.  Teams across the world are given a 
yearly theme, a problem to solve, this year's theme being City Planning.  
 Teams were tasked with (1) identifying a problem with a public space, (2) creating a solution, and (3) sharing it with 
professionals.  "Artificial Intelligence" interviewed two Minneapolis councilpersons, various specialists in plumbing, 
thermodynamics, and contracting, and the Director of Surface Water and Sewer for Minneapolis.  Their idea involved 
installing heat exchange pumps at each Minneapolis intersection to pump heat from the 60-degree sewer lines up to a heat 
dispersal pad to melt accumulated snow after the plows go by. Their Science Project,  "From Sewers to Safety:  Reclaiming 
heat from wastewater to melt snow at city intersections", won an Innovation Award at the Regional Competition.  And their 
team dynamics and creative contributions (building hand-sanitizer stations for the tournament venues!) earned them a 
Judge's Award at the Sectional Competition. 

The robotics element of the competition involves each team building and programming its own Lego Technic robot 
and using it to solve standardized "missions" (and gain points) on a board.  At the Sectional Tournament, the team set a 
personal record of 430 points--achieving the 5th best score of all 48 teams.  The team, composed of Ben Yehl-Kennard, 
Hans Sonnenberg, Braeden Armstrong Johnson, Omera Syed, Siena O'Keefe, and Ana Yanz, reacted by screaming very, 
very loudly, then high fiving everyone in sight.    
 The “Artificial Intelligence” Team will join the top 50 teams in Minnesota, largely made up of middle-schoolers, to 
compete at the State Tournament in an effort to get to the National Championship in Detroit! 

http://oge.ptboard.com/
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CALENDAR: 
FEBRUARY: 

 3- PIE + PTA (Partners in Education Dinner  + PTA meeting) 

10- Valentine’s Festivities- Gr 2-5 Ice Skating, Gr K-1 Bingo @ OGE 

11- Family Maker Space 5:30-8 PM 

14-17 NO SCHOOL 

15- SATURDAY 9-3, Dining Out for Dollars @ Rise Up Nutrition 

26-28- Scholastic Book Fair 

27- Student Showcase-  Grades 1-4,  5:30-8:00 PM 

29-SATURDAY 9-12,  Bloomington Book Fest @ Oak Grove Middle 

MARCH: 

5-6- SPRING CONFERENCES 

6-9- NO SCHOOL + CONFERENCES 

23-27 NO SCHOOL - SPRING BREAK   
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ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS

PTA Board Openings 2020-2021 Keep the OGE PTA going into 2020 and beyond!  
Open Positions: President, Treasurer, Secretary.  Committee chair positions are available as well. If 
interested, let us know! OGE needs your talents and skills! ALL are welcome! Email ptaoge@gmail.com 

OGE Messenger Feature Please share what makes OGE a wonderful school and community! We’d 
like to hear from teachers, staff, parents and students so that we can share your experiences in the 
newsletter. Email ptaoge@gmail.com

Wishing Stars Check out your child's teacher's wishes here! Items for their classroom would be 
greatly appreciated! Wishing Stars Sign Up

Amazon Smile Earn money for OGE! If you are an Amazon shopper, you can help earn money for 
Oak Grove! Log into https://smile.amazon.com with your usual amazon login. Then Check the 
Supporting: tab to find "Oak Grove Elementary PTA in Bloomington, MN". Amazon keeps track of 
eligible purchases and sends Oak Grove a check!

Dining for Dollars Eat out at select local restaurants and earn money for OGE! 
Next date: SATURDAY Feb. 15 @ Rise Up. Nutrition, 9925 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington 
 
SCAN Your BoxTop$ for Education: Box Tops are now digital!
Download the Box Tops app., shop as you normally would, then simply scan your
store receipts. The app will automatically credit our school’s BoxTops earnings online.

P.I.E. + PTA 5:30-7 Monthly Dinner @ 5:30-6:15, PTA meeting and Family activities 
follow.
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mailto:ptaoge@gmail.com
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