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The Last Bell Isn’t the End

Well, here we are. The final school bell is about
to ring. Our school buses will grow quieter,
hallways will echo, and somewhere out there,
a teacher just let out the deepest exhale of the
year. As we wrap up the school year, I'd like to
share a few reflections.

Whether I was shaping clay on a pottery wheel,
banging on djembe drums, or being out-dueled
in a fourth grade “BattleBots” competition, it's
been another unforgettable year learning with
our students.

One thing I've learned in my four years serving
as superintendent of this incredible district is no
two days are ever the same, and the best stories
don't come from school reports or cabinet
meetings. They come from kindergarteners who
ask if I'm the principal of the universe, or from
seniors who remind me that what we build here
truly matters.

And build we did. Together this year, we
accomplished some pretty remarkable
achievements:

= K-12 enroliment exceeded projections and
increased by more than 120 students for the
first time in three years to 9,799 students.
District-wide enrollment also grew to 10,691
students when including early childhood and
programs for students ages 18-22.

= This year marks the 20th anniversary of our
nationally recognized Gifted and Talented
programs, celebrating two decades of
nurturing curiosity, challenge, and creativity.
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= From coding to problem-solving, we're
preparing future-ready learners who can thrive
in a digital world thanks to our innovative
Computer Science program, where we're not
just teaching students to use technology, we're
empowering them to create with it.

= This month we broke ground on new stadiums
at Kennedy and Jefferson high schools. These
long-awaited projects mark a new era where
home games are truly at home, reflecting our
commitment to student experience, school
pride, and community spirit.

Of course, none of this happens in a vacuum.
While students, staff, and families are at the
heart of our work, we are deeply grateful for the
continued support of our community who may
not have children in our schools but still believe
in the value of public education. Your investment
helps create safe, vibrant, and opportunity-rich
schools that strengthen our city.

Our mission is bigger than any one school year.
It's about growing learners, lifting one another
up, and creating spaces where every student
feels seen, heard, and inspired to be their best.

So whether you're a student counting down

the days to summer, a staff member eyeing

that beach chair like a lifeline, a parent
wondering how to fill 80-plus days of summer
break, or a neighbor cheering from the sidelines,
thank you. You're part of what makes BPS more
than just a collection of buildings. You make it

a home.
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Public Schools

State of Our
Schools is Strong

The district’s first-ever State of the
Schools was met with enthusiastic praise
from a broad cross-section of civic
leaders, business partners, and engaged
residents. The event celebrated the
power of partnership in public education
and spotlighted how the Strategic Plan,
academic innovation, and sound financial
stewardship are working together to
position students for lifelong success.

In his opening and closing remarks,
Superintendent Dr. Eric Melbye affirmed
what many in the room already felt: the
state of our schools is strong. The program
highlighted progress toward the district’s
five strategic goals, while also offering a
forward-looking vision of what's ahead

for BPS.

True to its values, the event centered
student and staff voices through powerful
video spotlights, authentic stories, and
stand out musical performances that
reminded us all why this work matters.

Watch a recording of the full event at
bit.ly/bps-sos25-watch



http://bit.ly/bps-sos25-watch 

First Meetings and New Beginnings:

Washburn Students Welcomed to New School Communities

Lila Battenberg is a 4th grade student wrapping up her final year

at Washburn Elementary. This fall she will attend Normandale Hills
Elementary as a 5th grader. She admits she wasn't happy about the
change when she learned her neighborhood school would become
the new Washburn Early Childhood Center, but it's an idea she’s
warming up to.

“I'm feeling better about it after meeting my new principal [Cristin
Caruso]. She seemed nice. I'm excited to see how things run and how
it's going to go at Normandale Hills,” said Battenberg.

Battenberg is one of roughly 260 Washburn students moving to a
new school next fall. They met their new principals during a special
introductory event in April. Students heard from principals about
their new schools, had questions answered, saw photos and videos,
and received school spirit wear.

As students asked thoughtful questions, they learned their new
schools have a lot in common with Washburn. Some learned they
may already have friend connections too. In one school group, a few
students shouted in excitement while watching a slideshow after they
recognized a student they knew from other district and community
programs.

The decision to repurpose Washburn was not made lightly, but it

reflects the district’s commitment to responsible budgeting and long-term sustainability.

By consolidating the early childhood programs from Pond and Southwood, along with preschool
classrooms, into the Washburn facility, the district will maximize resources and realize nearly

$1 million in savings, all while continuing to deliver high-quality early learning experiences for the
youngest students.

“The strength, professionalism and care of Washburn Elementary’s principal, staff and families have
been extraordinary through this process,” said Superintendent Dr. Eric Melbye. “Their legacy will live
on in a new space designed to give our youngest learners the very best start to their education.”

Changes like this are never easy, especially when they impact students and families. That's why
elementary principals took the initiative to visit their future students at Washburn, and why schools
are hosting after-school events to welcome new families. District leaders are working to ensure that
every student feels a sense of belonging in their new school community.

“I'm still sad I'm not going to be at Washburn for my last year, but it will be fun to be in a new school.

I will also get to know more people next year, which means I'll know even more people when I go to
middle school the year after,” said Battenberg.

50 Years: Reflecting on the Fall of Saigon

April 30 marked the 50th anniversary of the Fall of Saigon, a significant moment that
ended the Vietnam War and forever shaped American History. The war’s impact still
echoes today in the lives of U.S. veterans and refugees of Cambodian, Hmong, Laoitian
and Vietnamese descent who found refuge here in Minnesota, including a number of our
own staff and families.

Hung Phung is a counselor for Metro South Adult Basic Education.
As a teenager, he and his family fled Vietnam in a small wooden
boat. Phung says the 1,000 mile crossing to the Philippines took ten
days and nights at sea, braving monsoon storms and internal trials
that tested the very core of their resilience.

“My story is more than a recounting of our escape. It is a tribute to

& the human spirit, to faith, and to the unbreakable will to live free,”
said Phung. ”lee ocean waves that rise and fall, so too has my journey moved through
trials and tribulations. In the end I emerged strengthened and purified.”

Phung spent 18 months in refugee camps in the Philippines before settling in Minnesota
in 1982. He has been working with the District since 1995. As we reflect on this
anniversary, we are reminded how the BPS community is richer for the experiences and
contributions of individuals like Phung, whose stories remind us that from hardship can
come hope and strength.

Summer
Construction

BREAKING GROUND ON
NEW STADIUMS

Jayveon Kelly has plenty to look forward
to next school year starting with his senior
year at Kennedy High School, his role as

a football team captain, and the chance

to make history as one of the first to play
a true home game under the Friday night
lights at the school’s new stadium.

“Having home games here is going to bring
a lot more fans and a lot more energy. It's
going to be exciting,” said Kelly.

For decades, both schools have played
their outdoor home games at Bloomington
Stadium. After more than 40 years,
Kennedy and Jefferson student athletes
will have true home fields to call their
own. The renovated facilities are places
where school pride can grow, traditions
can take root, and each school can further
define and celebrate their identity.

Construction is expected to wrap up in
time for fall sports, and Kelly can’t wait.

“I hope our first game is a home opener.
I promise we will not lose that game. We
will prepare for that game over and over
again,” said a smiling Kelly.

View renderings of the stadium facilities
online at bit.ly/bps-stadiums

SCHOOL UPGRADES
AND SOLAR

Additional school upgrades and projects
this summer include:

= Olson elementary and middle school
campuses will close this summer
for renovation projects, including
updating electrical and mechanical
systems, and adding a new flex-space
learning area at the elementary
school.

= Washburn Elementary will undergo
interior renovations and playground
updates as part of the transition to an
early childhood center.

= The district’s largest installation of
solar panels will be placed on the Oak
Grove Middle School rooftop. It is part
of an ongoing 25-year plan to add
solar arrays to several schools. The
district is on track to save an estimated
$7 million over the course of the
project.


http://bit.ly/bps-stadiums

A Joyful Career

Celebrating 1,065 Years of Service

A Celebration of Service will honor 44 employees with a combined 1,065 years of teaching and supporting students. The annual reception
recognizes employees with 15 or more years of employment at the time of their retirement or departure. Congratulations to our longest
serving staff on their dedication to Bloomington Public Schools. We wish them the best in their future.

Theresa Harrington, 40 years
(+2 as a student teacher in Bloomington)
Speech-Language Pathologist

Frances Bressman Egan, 32 years
Japanese Language Teacher

Bressman Egan landed her dream job teaching

Harrington’s journey began as a master’s intern Japanese at Jefferson and Kennedy high schools

at Westwood Elementary, where she supported
students in building their communication skills
while working toward her certificate of clinical
| competence. She hasn’t stopped making an

impact since. Harrington has worked with
students across all grade levels, bringing a steady commitment to inclusive,
student-centered support. She’s also served on several district committees
and as a due process lead at Olson Elementary. A dedicated professional,
Harrington is also an active member of both national and state speech-
language-hearing associations.

“I've been fortunate to work with quality teachers and dedicated staff in
multiple buildings who are committed to student success.”

in 1994, and feels blessed to have spent her
career bringing the language and culture to life.
She’s hosted Japanese interns, led students on
field trips, practiced ink brush calligraphy, and

chaperoned unforgettable trips to Izumi, Japan,
the City of Bloomington'’s sister city. Bressman Egan also taught World

History.

“This job gave me the chance to meet incredible students from all over the
world and I'm grateful to have worked alongside curious, caring, creative

and supportive colleagues.”

Scott Etzel, 32 years

Susan Smith, 33 years
Secretary, Washburn Elementary

Smith joined BPS in 1991 as a lunch and recess
paraprofessional at Oak Grove Intermediate
School. She cheerfully boasts she was also the
only bus supervisor for 26 buses. In 2001 she
moved to Washburn Elementary, continuing her
para role before becoming school secretary in
2003, where she served the rest of her career.

“I thank the countless friends, colleagues, families and students for filling
my years with overwhelming joy, wisdom and satisfaction.”

Industrial Technology Teacher

Etzel was first hired in 1987. He taught at Olson

Junior High for three years and Kennedy High
School for 29 years. Etzel had a well-rounded
teaching career in the classroom, behind-
the-wheel driver’s education, Project Lead
the Way courses, computer graphics, metals,

photography, and production. He also dedicated
more than two decades coaching Kennedy football and track and field.

“As I reflect, I think about how I've always tried meeting students where
they are at and then moving them forward.”

We thank the follswing dedicated professionals and wish them success in their future endeavars.

Kellie McGowan, 33 years
Metro South ABE Director

Cindy Barriga, 31 years
Student Intervention Coordinator

Timothy Carlson, 31 years
Social Studies Teacher

Holly Hysjulien, 31 years
Mathematics Teacher

David Rossley, 31 years
Custodian

Janet O’Hern, 29 years
Security Para

Elizabeth Holman, 29 years
Program Secretary

Christopher Lyons, 28 years
Social Studies Teacher

Scott Stenbeck, 28 years
Science Teacher

Brian Trusinsky, 28 years
Social Studies Teacher

Gaye Lynn Sarff, 27 years
Preschool Teacher

Diane Walker, 27 years
Paraprofessional

Nan Lu, 26 years
ESL Teacher

Christopher Tomberlin, 26 years
Physical Education Teacher

Michael Larson, 25 years
Facility Use Manager

Sharyl Alm, 24 years
Special Education Teacher

Holly Rengstorf, 24 years
Art Teacher

Aleda Woodard, 24 years
Health Service Associate

Sue Amundson, 23 years
Paraprofessional

Bonny Dahl, 23 years
Paraprofessional

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

Thank you to the volunteers who worked with our students and staff this

school year. They helped in classrooms, events, extracurricular activities,

special programs and more. Their contributions leave a lasting impact,
and their time is an invaluable resource to our school

communities. We look forward to seeing them again next
year. Scan the QR code to watch an appreciation video from
our students and staff, and learn about how to volunteer at
bit.ly/bps-volunteer

Joan Luedke, 23 years
Administrative Clerk

Karen McClellan, 23 years
Instructional Assistant

Joel Tisberger, 23 years
Custodian

Randa Ibrahim, 22 years
Paraprofessional

Matthew Moriarty, 22 years
Special Education Teacher

Cecilia Welsh, 21 years
Intervention Specialist

Carol Whitmore, 20 years
Food Preparation Assistant

Susan Solberg, 20 years
Paraprofessional

Patty Luedtke, 19 years
Secretary, Indian Mounds
Elementary

David Baty, 18 years
School Psychologist
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2,200

Volunteers

Judy Gamble, 18 years
Instructional Assistant

Denia Lee, 18 years
Food Services

Ashleigh Miller, 18 years
Dean of Students

Judy Werner, 18 years
Health Service Associate

Rachel Larson, 17 years
Adult Basic Education Instructor

Shana Messenger, 17 years
Elementary Cook Manager

Jean Ott, 17 years
Media Center Clerk

Melissa Riebel, 16 years
Donation Coordinator

Laurie Espe, 15 years
1st Grade Teacher

Beth McCoy, 15 years
4th Grade Teacher
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$1.3M

in volunteered
time and labor


http://bit.ly/bps-volunteer

Points of Pride

Owen Woods (JHS) is the recipient of a National Merit
Scholarship. Woods is one of 46 Minnesota students
and 2,500 high school seniors across the country to
receive this prestigious $2,500 scholarship.
bit.ly/bps-nm-winner25

Kenneth Adah (KHS) is one of eight high school
football players statewide to win this year’s
Scholar-Athlete Award from the Minnesota
Chapter of the National Football Foundation.
bit.ly/bps-scholar-athlete25

Kylie Jones (JHS) and Emily
Spencer (KHS) are this year’s
Athena Award winners. The

award is presented annually to
outstanding female senior athletes
from high schools across the metro
area. Both students are three-sport
athletes with numerous accolades.
bit.ly/bps-athena-25

Jillian Chapman, Renaissance program and Javits
grant coordinator, will advocate for gifted and
talented education across the state as a newly elected
board member of the MN Educators of the Gifted

and Talented. She represents the metro region on the
state board. bit.ly/bps-gt-board

6th graders Reuben Trachtenberg
(OGM) and Robert Koutroupas
(OLM) took 4th and 5th place in

the Junior Individual Documentary
category at the state History Day
competition. bit.ly/bps-nhd-state25

Rick Kaufman, APR, Exec. Dir. of Community
Relations and Emergency Management, is the closing
keynote speaker at the International Behavioural
Analysis 2025 conference in June at Mall of America.
Drawing from his 30 years of experience as an
emergency management and behavioural threat
assessment professional, Kaufman will focus on

schools to help prevent future tragedies.
bit.ly/bps-kaufman-keynote

Team BJORG, the BPS combined high school
robotics team, competed at the FIRST Robotics world
championships in Houston, TX. More than 600 teams
from nearly 20 countries participated and learned
about STEM careers at the tournament.
bit.ly/bps-robots-worlds
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improving early detection of threatening behaviours in

Read full details at
bit.ly/bps271-news

Normandale Hills Elementary
won this year’s Battle of the Books.
Teams of 5th graders from nine
elementary schools were tested

on their knowledge of books read
throughout the school year.
bit.ly/bps-battle-books25

Jeremy Clark, Clark McNiven and Albert Schmitt (OLM) had outstanding
performances in a WordMasters Challenge vocabulary competition.
Schmitt was one of only 58 students in his division nationwide to earn a
perfect score. Clark and McNiven each scored 19 out of 20.

BPS and its business and civic partners collected more than 7,600 pounds
of non-perishable food and $10,000 in monetary donations during the
District-wide Food Drive in March. This provides nearly 37,000 meals to
families and individuals in need. bit.ly/bps-food-drive25-results

8th graders Arnav Bahl (OGM)
and Steven Koutroupas (OLM)
each earned multiple awards at
the Minnesota State Science &
Engineering Fair, including Gold
awards, presented to the top 5%
of projects.

In the Know

Celebrate the Class of 2025

High school commencement ceremonies

are Wednesday, June 4, at the Minneapolis
Convention Center. Kennedy graduation is at
2 p.m. and Jefferson graduation at 6:30 p.m.
BEC-TV is live streaming the ceremonies on
www.bectv.org/live, BEC-TV Facebook page,
Roku, Apple TV, and Bloomington Comcast
Cable Ch.15 (SD) / 799 (HD).

Chip in for Schools Fundraiser

Register now for the annual Chip in for Schools Golf Classic. It's the
Education Foundation of Bloomington'’s largest fundraising event.
Tournament proceeds help students through the Children’s Food for
Thought program, student success stipends, classroom innovation grants
and scholarships. The event is July 29 at The Wilds Golf Club in Prior
Lake. Learn more and register to golf or volunteer at bit.ly/efb-25-chip-in.

Learning LinkUp

Save the date for Saturday, Aug. 23 for Learning LinkUp, a free
resource fair hosted by Bloomington Public Schools in partnership
with the City of Bloomington and community organizations. The event
connects families with resources and services to help students and
families thrive. The event runs 12-3 p.m. at the Valley View playfields,
9000 Portland Ave. S.

Class Reunions

Any alumni planning a class reunion? Organizers can send reunion
information by email to commrelations@isd271.org to be posted on
our Alumni webpage: bit.ly/alumni-bps
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