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pack to school 2025-26

A Message from Superintendent Eric Melbye
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Milestones, Momentum, Meaning

As we begin a new school year, we do so with purpose, pride, and the power of a community that
continues to grow stronger together. Our theme this year — Milestones, Momentum, Meaning —
reflects the journey we're on as a district, the progress we've made, and the impact we continue to
make on students’ lives.

When I think of Milestones, it reminds me of how far we've come. From academic achievements
to new learning environments, each step forward is a testament to the dedication of our staff, the
support of our families, and the resilience of our students. This year, we celebrate the opening of
new and renovated facilities, a consolidation of early learning and preschool programs, and the
continued implementation of our strategic plan. These are all indicators of progress that serve our
mission.

I see Momentum as moving us forward, with energy, ideas, and unity. We're building on strong
foundations, including increased student supports, expanded pathways for success, and continued
investments in safety. And here’s the thing - this momentum is felt in every classroom, in every
school, and throughout our community.

Meaning is why we do this work. Every lesson taught, every connection made, every challenge
overcome. They all matter. Behind every data point is a BPS student with dreams, a teacher
and support staff with purpose, and a family investing in their child's future. Every lesson, every
connection, every success is shaping our academic growth and students’ pathways.

This year, let's celebrate our shared milestones, build on the momentum we've created together,
and stay grounded in the meaning behind our work ... our students. I'm grateful to lead and
collaborate alongside such a dedicated community of educators, school board members, families,
and partners as we step into another year full of promise and possibility.

Here's to a great year ahead.
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Dedications Planned
for New Stadiums

There's a buzz around town, and for good
reason. The new stadiums at Jefferson

and Kennedy high schools are nearing
completion, and excitement is building. For
months, community members have watched
the transformation unfold: machines
moving earth, bleachers rising, and artificial
turf rolling out across the fields.

Very soon, students will take the field for
football, soccer, and lacrosse games, but
this time, at their home high school. We're
excited for the new stadiums to host athletic
events. They will also spark school pride and
create a place where new traditions can take
root for generations to come.

We look forward to welcoming our teams,
students, families and fans to the new
stadiums when completed. Early season
home games for both high schools are likely
to be played at Bloomington Stadium. Check
school and district websites for dates and
locations.

Dedication ceremonies for the new Kennedy
and Jefferson stadiums are planned for later
this fall.




Washburn Reopens as

New Leadership

We are excited to welcome new leaders to
start the 2025-26 school year.

Early Learning Center

This fall, our youngest learners and
their families will begin a new chapter
together at Early Learning at Washburn,
formerly Washburn Elementary School.
This new location brings early childhood
programs, previously housed at Pond
and Southwood Centers and several
elementary schools, under one roof.
Early Learning at Washburn offers a
modern, welcoming space designed to
spark curiosity, build confidence, and

o . foster a love of learning. It's a pléce where Brlght fUtureS
Amy Wilkinson is

) children can grow, explore, and prepare h
the director of early for the exciting journey ahead as they begln ere’ ~
~ childhood for Early transition into kindergarten.
Learning at Washburn

Andrew Wilkins

is moving over to
Jefferson High School
as an assistant principal
following 12 years as
principal of Washburn
Elementary School.
Wilkins also served as a New Code
Academy principal and oversaw the
Renaissance Gifted and Talented program.

‘
A

programs. She most “We're excited to welcome new and returning families to our new space and build a new early
recently served as the childhood community. All the teachers and paras who students already know are right here, which
early childhood special will make for a seamless transition for kids and their families,” said Amy Wilkinson, director of early
education (ECSE) supervisor at Southwood childhood programs.
Center.
The decision to repurpose Washburn Elementary into a consolidated early learning center was
Jareck Horton is the not made lightly, but it reflects the district's commitment to responsible budgeting and long-term
new activities director sustainability. The consolidation will maximize resources and result in nearly $1 million in savings
at Kennedy High School. while continuing to deliver high-quality early learning experiences for the youngest students.
A Minneapolis native,
Horton has coached “We teach kids at an age of wonder where they learn and discover new things every day. We say
"f? ’ youth sports, served ‘Bright Futures Begin Here,” which is so true of our students, and it is true of what we are building
: with non-profits to here at Early Learning at Washburn,” said Wilkinson.
create positive experiences for high
school students, on youth athletic boards, Pond will continue to house the Health Commons at Pond Center clinic for the next school year.
and helps a non-profit host a children’s Southwood will fully close with future plans yet to be finalized.

storytime in Minneapolis. L » )
Students who attended Washburn Elementary are joining new school communities this fall. Many had

Lani Lovas, LSN begins the opportunity last spring to get to know their new schools by meeting their principals and attending
her first full school year school events. For these students, their Washburn identity lives on in their own school pride and in
as director of health the name of the new early learning center - which was important to all stakeholders to honor the

' services after replacing school’s history and new beginning.

Jackie Johns in May.
Johns returned to a
school-based licensed
nurse position. Lovas came to the district
in 2022 and served as an LSN at Jefferson
High School and Westwood Elementary.

@ 8401 Xerxes Ave. S., Bloomington  { 952-681-5500 & bloomington.k12.mn.us/elwb

Alecia Sanders and Visitor Management System

Dr. Lauren Wheeler are

new deans at Valley View As part of our ongoing commitment to the safety and security of

Middle School. Sanders students and staff, Bloomington Public Schools is updating its visitor ;

was a dean of students and volunteer management system in all school buildings this fall. P v

and social worker

for the BPS Summer Visitors will now sign in using a kiosk located in each school’s

Quest program and vestibulg or‘frgnt office a_mq receive a printed visitor badge to
has experience as an wear whlle |n5|d.e th‘e bU|Id|ng: Avalid government-lssued ID
assistant principal and is required for sign-in. The ID is scanned to instantly check for

potential security concerns and ensure that everyone on campus
is authorized to be there.

social worker in several
school districts. Dr.

s 2 Wheeler joins BPS with
experience as a health/physical education,
social-emotional and restorative teacher.
She holds a principal license and was a
2021 finalist for MN Teacher of the Year.

Importantly, the system collects and retains only names and
dates of birth. This information is used solely to track who

is in our buildings and is not checked against criminal or
immigration databases. The system is designed with privacy
in mind, while supporting a secure school environment.
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<o Students learn building blocks
75 of modern electronics

What do everyday items like a cellphone, vehicle, or refrigerator have in common?

They all likely contain microchips, and the brains of those chips are called semiconductors.
Bloomington Career & College Academy (BCCA) now offers a new career pathway introducing
high school students to the booming industry of semiconductor manufacturing where high-
tech chips are created to help modern electronics function properly.

Students enrolled in BCCA's Semiconductor Manufacturing Pathway will gain real world skills,
learn the science behind how semiconductor chips are made, and explore the inner workings
of a modern manufacturing environment. Students can earn up to 12 college credits and a
certification from Hennepin Technical College. Learn more about BCCA pathways:
bit.ly/bps-bcca



http://bit.ly/bps-bcca
https://www.bloomington.k12.mn.us/elwb

BEC-TV: Half a Century of

Bloomington Programming

For as long as most can remember, Bloomington
Educational Community Television (BEC-TV) has been the
place to go for live and on demand sports, concerts, plays,
graduations and school board meetings. The student-
driven video production team is celebrating a monumental
milestone of 50 years, boasting an impressive 30,000+
shows since 1975.

BEC-TV began when Northern Cable assigned a local
channel for education. With no funding, BEC-TV
programming was limited to the school day when students
at Lincoln, Kennedy and Jefferson high schools could run
the controls, literally hitting the ‘play’ button for each
piece of content. Advancements came in 1982 when the
Bloomington Cable Commission provided BEC-TV with a
starting annual budget of $12,000 for equipment and staff.

The first dedicated staffer was Tom Ringdal, who has led
BEC-TV for the majority of its existence. Since then, Ringdal
has expanded BEC-TV to play content daily and on demand
in the current digital age. He and his team created an :
automated playback system that’s grown into the most popular system for community channels in
the U.S.

“It's been a real journey from the days of bulky black and white gear to the latest technology, but one
thing has been consistent: our students and staff have always had a passion to serve the community
by creating the very best video programming we can,” said Ringdal.

Ringdal recruits and teaches middle and high school students about the technical aspects of
broadcasting and how to work together as a team to bring productions to air. Ringdal has also had
the privilege of guiding several students to careers in print and broadcast journalism and mass
communication fields.

Under Ringdal’s leadership, BEC-TV students have earned numerous awards over the years. Recently,
BEC-TV earned its first national award, the Hometown Media Award from Alliance for Community
Media, for a 2024 Kennedy vs Jefferson boys hockey broadcast; and Jefferson senior Lucas Krieg
earned an AV All-Star award from the Midwest Emmy Foundation for his leadership during live
football and weekly “Inside Football” coaches programs.

Watch BEC-TV on bectv.org, Roku, Apple TV, and Bloomington Comcast Cable Ch.15 (SD) / 799 (HD).

Volunteer Connection Celebrates 30 Years

This year marks a milestone for Volunteer Connection: 30 years of partnering with our
community to support students and staff through meaningful service. What began as
a small volunteer initiative has grown into a robust program that now includes student
tutoring, classroom and lunchroom assistance, and, new this year, coordinating BPS
student teachers from several Minnesota colleges and universities.

We are deeply grateful to the many family and community members who generously
give their time and talents to help strengthen our schools. Your support makes a lasting
difference. Learn how to volunteer at bit.ly/bps-volunteer.

Teacher Tips for a Good School Year

Help your elementary
child learn their classroom
number and teacher’s name,
which is helpful in their first
days of school. Also, don't

School success starts with
attendance. It’s easy to
fall behind by missing

i,

only a few days of school. ' hesitate to share the needs
Aim for no more than five Beth Kiene and interests of your child
days absent during the Jefferson High School with us. This helps us get to

Science Teacher

school year. know your students more

so we can help them have a
successful year.

Make a plan for where,
when and how long you
will study and work.
If your daily schedule
varies, make a calendar

Matt Delfs . to he(;p yo]:J stay -
Oak Grove Middle School ocusea ontorming .
Language Arts Teacher good study habits. Erin Hanson
S ‘ Poplar Bridge
Kindergarten Teacher
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Back-to-School

Calendar

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:

sdalalah  calalat
SEPT.
2
Grades 6-9 Grades K-5, 10-12
SCHOOL BREAKS:
alatalh  calalat
OCT.
15-17
MEA Break Thanksgiving Break
aalah  dalalat
MARCH
16-20
Winter Break Spring Break
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL:

JUNE
5

Grades K-12

See the full calendar at
bit.ly/bps-calendar

Connect With Us

Follow us on social media or subscribe to our

Chalk Talk e-newsletter to always stay in the
know about what's happening in our schools.

ﬂ @bloomingtonpublicschools
@bloomingtonpublicschools

€9 @bps271

e Subscribe at bit.ly/bps-chalktalk

We’re happy to help

=== CALL FOR ASSISTANCE:

Community Education 681-6100
Early Learning Services 681-5500
Enrollment 681-6400

Educational Services Center/  681-6400
District Offices

Food Services 681-6570
Metro South Adult Education 681-6170
Transportation 681-6300


http://bit.ly/bps-chalktalk 
http://bit.ly/bps-calendar
http://bectv.org
http://bit.ly/bps-volunteer

Points of Pride

Kennedy High School senior Arthur Colvin received
a college-sponsored National Merit Scholarship from
the University of Minnesota where he plans to study
mechanical engineering. bit.ly/khs-colvin-nm-winner

Bloomington DECA celebrated one of its most
successful years ever. Among the highlights,
Jefferson senior Jenny Wen placed sixth at DECA's
international conference, the highest international
finish for a BPS student in 20 years.
bit.ly/bps-deca-2025

Kennedy High School senior Indigo Gabriel
is the first Bloomington student selected for
the National High School Musical Theatre
Awards, widely known as the Jimmy Awards.
Gabriel performed on a Broadway stage with
talented high schoolers across the country
and rehearsed with Broadway professionals.
bit.ly/bps-jimmy-awards

Gabriel also earned a top individual honor at
the Hennepin Arts Spotlight Showcase, where Jefferson and Kennedy high
school students performed and earned additional awards.
bit.ly/bps-spotlight-showcase-25

Jefferson senior Bode Campbell finished his high
school tennis career with a third place win in the
boys state tournament.
bit.ly/bps-tennis-campbell25

Kennedy High School senior Ammar
Elmustafa finished third in the boys triple
jump at the Class AAA state track and field
meet with a distance of 45 feet 10 inches, just
shy of his own school record, which he set
twice this spring. bit.ly/bps-track-state-25

The Education Foundation of Bloomington
presented Prodigy Awards to five BPS staff
teams recognizing teamwork among employees
to improve the educational environment.
bit.ly/bps-prodigy-awards-2025
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Bloomington School Board
Matt Dymoke, Chair

Tom Bennett, Vice Chair
Nelly Korman, Clerk

Beth Beebe, Treasurer

Mia Olson, Director
Heather Starks, Director
Dawn Steigauf, Director

Superintendent Eric Melbye, Ed.D., Ex Officio

Read full details at
bit.ly/bps271-news

football team had a successful
inaugural season with a 10-2
record, section championship, and
a quarterfinal finish at the state
tournament. bit.ly/bps-flag-fb-state

The Jefferson softball team
finished runner-up in their first-
ever appearance in the Class 4A
state championship game. Brooke
Borwege, Alex Oerther and Grace
Rolek were named to the state
all-tournament team.
bit.ly/jhs-softball-state25

The BPS Community Relations
team earned three awards
from the National School

Public Relations Association

for the district's Washburn
Elementary School repurposing
communications plan, Melbye
Monthly video series, and We
Are Bloomington Public Schools
district video.
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In the Know

Year-Round Enrollment
Support

This summer, we proudly launched our
new, year-round Welcome Center at the
Educational Services Center, 1350 W.

106th St. It's a one-stop shop for
everything BPS, whether enrolling a new
student, exploring school and program
options, or getting set up with district
communications and technology tools. Our
team is here to assist families feel informed, supported, and connected
from day one. Stop by and see what's possible at BPS. Contact the
Welcome Center at 952-681-6555 or enroll@isd271.org

Meet the Superintendent

Superintendent Eric Melbye invites LT
community members to connect over a cup
of coffee or tea. Join him at one of several ; Wi
local establishments throughout the school / ¢ 7 “

year to chat about what's happening in our & E L YE

schools and share your perspectives. .
- -

Check out upcoming Mornings with Melbye
dates and locations at bit.ly/bps-mornings

Hitting the Links to
Help Students

The annual Education Foundation of
Bloomington Chip in for Schools Golf
Classic raised tens of thousands of dollars
to support Bloomington students through
programs and scholarships. Thanks to

all the sponsors and participants for
supporting and valuing our students and
schools.

Stay connected with us! ﬂ @bloomingtonpublicschools @bloomingtonpublicschools @ @bps271
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