
As we settle into the new school year, I’m reminded that the start of school is more than a date on 
the calendar. It’s a rhythm that builds over time. The early flurry of excitement gives way to steady 
routines, deeper learning, and renewed purpose. 

Across the district, our students are discovering new possibilities. From early learners exploring 
literacy through play to high schoolers charting pathways toward college and careers, the spirit of 
curiosity and confidence is alive and well. These are the moments that give purpose to our work and 
affirm the progress we’re making together.

Progress, of course, doesn’t happen by chance. It comes from partnerships between our educators 
and families, our schools and community, our district and city. Whether it’s implementing new safety 
measures, expanding access to mental health supports, or continuing to align teaching and learning 
around our strategic plan goals, we are staying the course and focused on continuous improvement.

I love to visit schools each week because it reminds me that the heart of Bloomington Public Schools 
is not found in a single program or building, but in the people. The teacher who takes extra time to 
help a struggling student. The bus driver, front office staff and principal who greets each child by 
name, often high-fiving and offering an encouraging word. The paraprofessionals and volunteers 
who provide support to students who need a little more time and attention. And all the other 
support staff who keep the district humming along. These daily acts of care and connection are what 
give meaning to everything we do.

As we head into the season of gratitude, I wish to thank our families and community for their 
continued trust and support. Together, we are creating the conditions for every child to thrive 
academically, and as kind, capable, and confident learners.

Here’s to the progress we’ve made so far, and to the purpose and partnership that will carry us 
forward.
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Bloomington Public Schools is preparing to roll 
out its first ever electric school buses, thanks 
to grants totaling $4.9 million through a joint 
effort by the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency (MPCA) and the Federal Pollution 
Control Agency (PCA). The grants will fund 15 
electric school buses and the installation of 
charging stations by the end of 2027. 

The first two buses were delivered at the end 
of September. They look similar to a traditional 
school bus, but the inner workings are very 
different. Instead of a roaring diesel engine, the 
battery-powered buses are much quieter on the 
road, and emit zero emissions. 

Students are also likely to notice a smoother 
ride without the engine vibrations. While 
the bus runs silent, it does make a sound 
from a generator for safety, so students and 
pedestrians hear it coming.

In the garage, the new electric buses are 
expected to require less maintenance thanks to 
fewer moving parts. Our mechanics and drivers 
are receiving training on proper charging and 
upkeep, while also gaining hands-on experience 
with how the buses handle on the road. 

Driving an electric bus feels different, especially 
when accelerating and braking, and our staff 
are getting comfortable 
with those changes. The 
first electric school 
buses are on track to 
begin transporting 
students in 
December.

Staying the Course

A Message from Superintendent Eric Melbye
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Home Turf at Last

The field illuminated under bright lights, the 
echo of the announcer, the cheers from the 
student section, and the home team’s school in 
the backdrop. This is the high school experience 
that has come home to the Jefferson and 
Kennedy high school communities. The long-
awaited stadiums have come alive this fall 
with the first true home games for soccer and 
football.

“When we opened the stadium, the stands 
were packed. I’ve never seen that at a Kennedy 
football game in my four years of playing,” 
said Jayveon Kelly, senior captain of the 
Kennedy Eagles football team. “It was an electric 
atmosphere and I could see the joy of football in 
the fans that night.” 

“Our players have been so excited to play home 
games on campus under the lights. It has felt 
like a true home field advantage for the first 
time,” said Eric Johnson, Jefferson girls’ varsity 
soccer coach. 

Dedication events were held at Kennedy and 
Jefferson on October 10 and 15, marking a new 
era for high school athletics in Bloomington. The 
stadium projects were made possible through remarkable community support. Local organizations 
and businesses contributed $400,000 toward new digital scoreboards, including the Bloomington 
Community Foundation, Jefferson Athletic Foundation, Gyropolis, Culver’s, and Bridgewater Bank. 

Additionally, the district secured a $400,000 grant from the Minnesota Vikings and NFL Foundation to 
install new turf fields, an investment sure to benefit students for years to come.

This milestone has been decades in the making. For generations, both schools shared Bloomington 
Stadium for home games. After weighing the significant costs of maintaining the aging facility, the 
district chose a financially responsible path: investing in new stadiums that deliver long-term value at 
a similar cost. 

Today, Kennedy and Jefferson students, staff, and fans finally have home fields to call their own, 
venues where school pride can thrive and new traditions will grow for years to come. 

Bloomington Stadium hosted a few games at the beginning of the season while stadium construction 
wrapped up.

Bright Futures Begin Here!
Kindergarten is an exciting milestone for both students and their families. 
In our classrooms, kindergartners are busy learning new skills, building 
confidence, and discovering the joy of learning.

Families with children starting kindergarten next year are invited to learn more at one of 
these upcoming events:

KENNEDY AND JEFFERSON DEDICATE NEW STADIUMS

RENOVATED BIG REOPENS
The Jefferson girls’ hockey team prepares 
for a 6 a.m. practice on Oct. 1, the first to 
skate in the newly renovated Bloomington 
Ice Garden.

Safety in 
Uncertain 
Times
 
 
Whether school violence occurs close to 
home or far from our community, it leaves 
a lasting impact. Families, students, and 
staff naturally ask, “how safe are we here?” 
While no community is immune, we can 
take meaningful steps to strengthen our 
schools’ safety and resilience.

COLLABORATION
School safety is a shared responsibility. 
We work closely with Bloomington police 
and fire and Allina Health EMS partners 
to prepare for emergencies and respond 
in a coordinated manner. Through joint 
planning, training, and drills, we create 
the cultural condition to know what to do 
when a real world incident occurs. 

SITUATIONAL AWARENESS
Safety also depends on situational 
awareness, which means paying attention 
to your surroundings, noticing when 
something doesn’t feel right, and taking 
responsible action. Students, parents, 
families, and staff each play a role by:
•	 Staying alert to unsafe behaviors or 

unusual activity.
•	 Reporting concerns to school officials or 

law enforcement.
•	 Talking with children about awareness 

as a tool for confidence, not fear.

“SEE SOMETHING,  
SAY SOMETHING”
The most effective safety measure isn’t 
technology. It’s people. Time and again, 
tragedies have been prevented because 
a student, parent, staff or community 
member noticed something troubling 
and chose to speak up. Whether it’s a 
disturbing social media post, a direct 
threat, or a change in someone’s behavior 
that doesn’t feel right, those warning signs 
matter. Reporting concerns immediately 
allows BPS officials and law enforcement 
to assess the situation, connect individuals 
to support if needed, and intervene before 
harm can occur. 

Silence, on the other hand, leaves 
risks unchecked. When we remind 
ourselves and our children that “if you 
see something, say something” is not 
just a slogan but a life-saving action, we 
strengthen the safety net that protects our 
entire school community. Report concerns 
to commrelations@isd271.org 

MOVING FORWARD 
We cannot allow fear to define our 
schools. By strengthening our partnerships 
with our life safety partners, fostering 
situational awareness, and reinforcing 
the simple truth of “see something, say 
something,” we are building safer schools 
for every student and family. Safety 
will always remain our top priority, and 
together, we are stronger.

Hillcrest Community  
School Information 
Night
Tuesday, Oct. 28
6-7 p.m.
9301 Thomas Rd. 
Bloomington, 55431

Virtual Kindergarten 
Preview (district-wide)
Monday, Nov. 3
6-7:30 p.m. 
Join the Google Meet at 
bit.ly/kinder-preview 

Children who turn 5 years old on or before Sept. 1, 
2026 are eligible to register for kindergarten in the 
2026-27 school year. Learn more: bit.ly/bps-kinder

Kindergarten open 
house events start 
in January - scan the 
code to find the Open 
House date for your 
neighborhood school. 

PRESCHOOL
Early Learning at Washburn 
(ELWB) offers programs for 
families with children from 
birth to age 5. Preschool 
programs have openings for 
this year, and registration for 
next year opens in January. 
We offer Early Childhood 
Family Education classes, 
Early Childhood Special 
Education services, full-day 
preschool+childcare, and 
half-day preschool for 3- and 
4-year-olds. Learn more at:  
bit.ly/bps-preschool

Supt. Eric Melbye and district leaders dedicate 
Jefferson’s stadium and re-dedicate the Tom Burnett, 
Jr. memorial alongside his sisters, Martha Pettee and 
Mary Jurgens.

mailto:commrelations%40isd271.org?subject=
http://bit.ly/kinder-preview
http://bit.ly/bps-kinder
https://www.bloomington.k12.mn.us/welcome-kindergarten
http://bit.ly/bps-preschool



3

New representatives bring  
student voices to school board

School Board 
Election

Meet the new student voices on the school board, Jefferson junior Elsa Ackerman and Kennedy 
senior Samia Mohamud will serve as our student school board representatives for the 2025–26 
school year. They officially took their oath of office at the September board meeting and are already 
bringing their perspectives to the table.

Student representatives serve as non-voting members of the school board. They attend monthly 
board meetings to share updates on school activities and take part in discussions on agenda items. 
This is the first year for both Ackerman and Mohamud in this role, and they’re eager to use the 
opportunity to advocate for their classmates.

“Having the voice to express others’ opinions and my own is something I take pride in,” Ackerman 
says.

“It’s important to have the voices of youth involved in policy decision-making because it directly 
affects them,” Mohamud added.

Ackerman and Mohamud are both involved in school activities. Mohamud is vice president of 
Kennedy’s National Honor Society, captain of Bloomington’s speech and debate teams, and captain 
of Kennedy’s lacrosse team. 

Ackerman is a member of Jefferson’s varsity show choir Connection and participates in theater, 
National Honor Society, and Pathfinders. Both students are also part of the superintendent’s high 
school student advisory groups, meeting monthly to discuss school-related issues and initiatives.

Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 4. Four school 
board seats, whose terms end Dec. 31, 
are up for election. The ballot includes 
incumbents Tom Bennett, Matt Dymoke 
and Dawn Steigauf seeking re-election 
and challengers Alex Blanco, Beverly 
Buchanan, and Ted Moore. Incumbent 
Beth Beebe is not seeking another term.

Find useful voting information and school 
board candidate videos on the City of 
Bloomington website: blm.mn/vote

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES

MORE THAN A JOB; IT’S COMMUNITY
Bloomington Public Schools is more than a district. It's a community. For Brandon Gnerer, 
that community has been part of his life for more than a decade. Gnerer first joined BPS 
while attending college, working in the Kids’ SAFARI childcare program at the suggestion of his 
sister’s babysitter. Today, he’s a father planning to enroll his 4-year-old in BPS, his wife serves 
students as a district therapist, and he’s still giving back to Kids’ SAFARI, now as an activities 
assistant.

“I love the job. Elementary kids learn so much through play, so it’s great to facilitate that for 
them and to watch them have new experiences and build social dynamics with their friends.”

Gnerer says the flexibility of the job works for his family. He works the morning shift before 
school starts, spends the day with his daughter while his wife is at work, then returns for the 
after-school shift, keeping kids engaged until their families pick them up. 

It’s more than a job though. Gnerer says working in the district builds his family’s sense of 
community and belonging. He says there’s always room for more, as Kids’ SAFARI is always 
hiring staff from all ages and walks of life.

You don’t need a teaching license to work with us. BPS has a variety of jobs from childcare to 
coaching and custodial to transportation. See our current openings at bit.ly/bps-work-with-us

Study Buddies

Tom Bennett

Dawn Steigauf

Matt Dymoke

Alex Blanco 

Beverly Buchanan Ted Moore

FREE TO TUTOR
We’re always looking for community 
members to serve as tutors for our students. 
Interested in volunteering for Study Buddies? 
Contact Volunteer Connection at  
952-681-6383 or egagnon@isd271.org. 

FREE TUTORING… 
Bloomington students in grades K-12 can 
receive free tutoring through Study Buddies. 
The program offers 30-minute sessions 
between 4-6 p.m. each week:
•	 Tuesdays at Penn Lake Library
•	 Wednesdays at Oxboro Library 

Study Buddies runs Oct. 21, 2025 through 
April 29, 2026.

Learn more and book a tutor at  
bit.ly/bps-volunteer

http://blm.mn/vote
http://bit.ly/bps-work-with-us
mailto:egagnon%40isd271.org?subject=
http://bit.ly/bps-volunteer 


Bloomington students and staff earned national recognition for their 
work in a math engagement research project with the goal of finding better 
ways to help secondary students stay interested and involved in the subject. 
bit.ly/bps-cf

Points of Pride

In the Know

Read full details at 
bit.ly/bps271-news

School Pages is published by Bloomington Public Schools. It is printed and 
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copy to inform Bloomington residents about their public schools. 
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Superintendent Eric Melbye, Ed.D., Ex Officio

Indian Mounds Elementary School and Bloomington Transition Center 
have been recognized by the state for their continued commitment to 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports. bit.ly/bps-pbis-exemplar

Seniors Edmund Gallia, Alexander Krotz, Duncan McDonald, Sarah 
Rash, and Conor Sweeney (JHS) and Jamie Keenan and Matthewos 
Michael (KHS) have been named semifinalists in the 2026 National Merit 
Scholarship Program. bit.ly/bps-merit-semifinal-26

A robot designed and built by 
students on the Kennedy and 
Jefferson high school robotics Team 
BJORG won top awards at the 
Minnesota State Fair. Oak Grove 
Middle sixth grader Sumiko Westcott 
also earned a second place Individual 
Project award. 
bit.ly/bps-robot-state-fair

Support Our Student Performers
Our talented students put on spectacular 
music and performing arts programs each 
year. From theater, band, orchestra and 
traditional choir and show choirs, our middle 
and high school students have a show for 
you. Check out our performing arts calendar 
and make plans to attend to support the 
performing arts and our students.  
bit.ly/bps-performance-calendar

Community Education Day Celebration
Bloomington Community Education (CE) is hosting a family-friendly 
event as part of National Community Education Day, from 4-6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 13 at the Kennedy Activity Center, 9701 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Event activities are free, including basketball, pickleball, archery,  
hands-on demonstrations from CE classes, giveaways, and in-person 
help setting up a Community Education account to sign up for classes.

Gifted and Talented Leadership
BPS welcomes Laura Willis as the new director 
of Gifted and Talented Services. Willis most 
recently served as head of advanced learning 
for Rochester Public Schools. She takes over for 
Erin Boltik, who will serve as the high school 
gifted and talented coordinator before retiring 
at the end of the school year.

Kennedy High School senior Marlon 
Seahorn Jr. was recently featured 
as one of the Star Tribune’s Varsity 
Athletes of the Week for his 
standout performance this season 
on the boys soccer team.  
bit.ly/strib-va-seahorn25

Photo Courtesy: Jon Lee

Alumni Spotlight:  
Hall of Fame Inductees
Kennedy and Jefferson High Schools recently welcomed six new inductees 
into their Athletics Halls of Fame. The honor recognizes alumni whose 
exceptional talent, achievements, and commitment to excellence made a 
lasting impact on their school communities, staff, and students. Read the 
full bios of the inductees online at bit.ly/bps-hof-25

CHRISSIE (NORWICH) COOK, JHS class of 2002
Sport: Hockey 
Works in the technology industry in Denver, CO.

RYAN EDLEFSEN, JHS class of 1998
Sport: Tennis
Resides in Chicago and works in wealth management.

PAUL TORVIK, KHS class of 1988
Sports: Adapted floor hockey and adapted soccer
Passed away from heart failure at the age of 24. 
Dozens of students, many with disabilities, have 
benefited from a memorial scholarship in his honor.

DANIELLE (BERNDT) HUBER, KHS class of 2008
Sports: Cross country, nordic skiing, track
Works as an engineer in the aerospace and defense field.

BRAD KONIK, KHS class of 1991
Sports: Hockey and tennis
Played one year of professional hockey and is now CEO 
of an engineering and architectural recruiting company 
in Minneapolis.

MATT HANSON, KHS class of 1997
Sports: Baseball and hockey
Returned to Kennedy High School where he served 
as a teacher, activities director and coached baseball, 
hockey, and table tennis.

http://bit.ly/bps-cf
https://www.bloomington.k12.mn.us/news
https://www.instagram.com/bloomingtonpublicschools/
https://www.facebook.com/bloomingtonpublicschools
https://x.com/bps271
http://bit.ly/bps-pbis-exemplar
http://bit.ly/bps-merit-semifinal-26
http://bit.ly/bps-robot-state-fair 
https://www.bloomington.k12.mn.us/news
http://bit.ly/bps-performance-calendar
http://bit.ly/strib-va-seahorn25
http://bit.ly/bps-hof-25 

