
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE SCHOOL BOARD  

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 271  
Bloomington, Minnesota 

 
October 27, 2025 

 
I. ROLL CALL           Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, and there being a quorum present, the 

 School Board meeting of Independent School District 271 was called to order 
 by Chair Matt Bennett at 7:00 p.m. on October 27, 2025, in the Arlene  
 Bush Board Room at the Educational Services Center, 1350 West 106th  
 Street Bloomington, Minnesota. 

Chair Matt Dymoke acknowledged that Bloomington Public Schools rests on 
the traditional, ancestral, and contemporary land of the Dakota.  

Members Present: Matt Dymoke, Chair; Tom Bennett, Vice Chair; Nelly Korman, Clerk; Beth 
Beebe, Treasurer; Directors Mia Olson, Heather Starks, and Dawn Steigauf.  

Member Absent:  None. 

Attorney Present:  David Holman. 

Administration Mary Burroughs, Julio Caesar, Eric Melbye, Jenna Mitchler, Rod Zivkovich. 
Present:  

II. PLEDGE OF           Recited.  
ALLEGIANCE    

III. APPROVAL OF  Tom Bennett moved, Dawn Steigauf seconded. Beth Beebe motion to table  
AGENDA item #9 in the Part B of the agenda, Esports Agreement with  Fenworks, 
 Mia Olson seconded. On roll call vote, three directors voted aye and four nay. 
 Motion did not pass to table item #9. Motion carried 6-1 to approve the  
 agenda.  

IV. STUDENT SB Samia Mohamud reports from Kennedy High School. Elsa Ackerman reports 
REPORTS  from Jefferson High School.  

V. SUPT’S REPORT Superintendent, Dr. Eric Melbye provides a brief district report. Dr. Melbye  
 request a motion to establish a business meeting on November 10, 2025.  
 Heather Starks moved, Tom Bennett seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

VI. PART A a. Minutes of the School Board Business Meeting September 22, 2025 
Board Business b. Notes of Listening Session October 13, 2025 
 c. Personnel Actions  
 
Policy Approval  a. Policy 413, Harassment and Violence 
 b. Policy 427, Workload Limits for Certain Special Education Teachers 

Field Trip Approval  a.  RESOLVED, that the School Board of Independent School 
District 271 approves the field trips per the attached list.  

Grants  a. Integrated English Literacy and Civics Education Grant 
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Contracts/ RESOLVED, that the School Board of Independent School District 271 
Agreements  approves items A-G. 

Finance  a. Finance Reports 
b. Receipts and Disbursements  

Tom Bennet moved, Beth Beebe seconded, to approve Part A items in 
accordance with all of the written material submitted to the School Board. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

VII. PART B Dawn Steigauf moved, Tom Bennett seconded that the School Board of 
Continuing Health  Independent School District 271 approve a contract agreement  Insurance for 
Retirees with Medica to provide continuing group health insurance coverage for  
 eligible retirees, for the period of January 1, 2026 through December 31,  
 2026. Motion carried unanimously.  

Child Trends - Mia Olson moved, Tom Bennett approves a research project by Child Trends 
AI Agreement  in partnership with Bloomington Public Schools (BPS) to assess and guide  
 middle and high school students' productive use of AI. Motion carried  
 unanimously. 

Donations Beth Beebe moved, Heather Starks seconded that the School Board of 
 Independent School District 271 accepts donations, as indicated in the  
 background, in the amount of $20,203.95. Motion carried unanimously. 

Urban Landworks Nelly Korman moved, Tom Bennett seconded that the School Board of  
Kennedy High School Independent School District 271 approve an agreement with Urban   
Courtyard Landworks for landscaping services at Kennedy High School Courtyard.  
 Motion carried unanimously. 

Guiding Change Heather Starks moved, Tom Bennett seconded that the School  
2026-27  Board of Independent School District 271 approves the Guiding Change 
Budget Adjustments Document for 2026-27 Budget Adjustments. Motion carried unanimously. 

Guiding Change Tom Bennett moved, Dawn Steigauf seconded that the School Board of 
Document Long-term  Independent School District 271 approves the Guiding Change Document 
Financial and Facility for Long-term Financial and Facility Planning. Motion carried unanimously. 

2026-27 and  Dawn Steigauf moved, Tom Bennett seconded that the School  
2027-28 Budget Board of Independent School District 271approves $5 million per year  
Reductions reductions to the 2026-27 and 2027-28 budgets. The School Board also  
 directs administration to develop recommendations to those amounts for the  
 both 2026-27 and 2027-28 budgets. Six directors voted aye and one nay.  
 Motion carried 6-1.  

Sports Performance  Mia Olson moved, Nelly Korman seconded that the School  
Training N1 Motion Board of Independent School District 271 approves an agreement with N1  
 Motion for Sports Performance Training at Kennedy High School. Motion  
 carried unanimously. 

Esports with  Heather Starks moved, Tom Bennett seconded that the School  
Fenworks Board of Independent School District 271 approves an agreement with  
 Fenworks for Esports at Kennedy High School. Six directors voted aye and  
 one nay. Motion carried 6-1.  

 




