
     
      

 
 
 
 

A Message from Superintendent Eric Melbye 

Our Children Come First 
For weeks, our community has felt the impact of 
Operation Metro Surge, even after its end. For 
many families, it created uncertainty, fear, and 
painful disruption. For others, it raised complex 
questions and strong emotions. In moments 
like this, school leaders walk a narrow line. 

As a public school system, we must 
remain politically neutral because 
we serve families across the full 
spectrum of beliefs and values. 
That neutrality is foundational to 
trust, and it is why I will continue 
to meet with, listen to, and 
engage parents and community 
members of every viewpoint with 
respect and openness. 

At the same time, neutrality must 
never be confused with indifference. 
Remaining nonpartisan does not mean 
remaining silent when the well-being of our 
students is at stake. When external events 
directly affect our students, the impact shows 
up at school. When a child’s sense of safety 
is shaken, it becomes our responsibility to 
respond. 

Our decisions and communications during 
this time have been anchored by the guiding 
principle that children come first. We focused 

on students and families directly impacted 
because that is where harm has been occurring. 
Supporting them does not diminish anyone 
else, it simply reflects our core mission to 
ensure every child feels safe, seen, and 
supported. 

Ensuring 
every child 
feels safe, 
seen, and 
supported 

What has been truly inspiring is 
how the Bloomington community 

responded. 

Our school leaders and staff 
stepped up with compassion 
and professionalism. They 
adapted as necessary to support 

students who opted for a 
flexible learning option. All across 

our community, families offered 
support to neighbors and families 

they’ve never met. Community partners 
reached out asking how they could help. Even 
amid differing viewpoints, many agreed on an 
essential truth … children should not carry the 
weight of adult conflict alone. 

That is the strength of our wonderful 
community. We may not agree on every issue. 
But when it comes to protecting the well-being 
of children, we show up. And we will continue 
to do so in the belief that our schools exist first 
and foremost for students. 

Showing Up for 
Our Neighbors 

For the 16th year, our school community is 
coming together for something bigger than 
ourselves. 

Bloomington Public Schools, in partnership 
with the Bloomington Parent & Family 
Advocacy Council and area businesses, will 
launch its 16th Districtwide Food Drive, April 
6-10, in support of VEAP, the Bloomington-
based organization that operates the metro 
area’s largest food and household goods 
pantry. Participating schools, PTAs and 
business partners will collect cash donations 
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and items identified below. 

For many Bloomington families, food 
assistance and everyday essentials are 
ongoing realities. While our community has 
always stepped up, the need continues. VEAP 
serves thousands of individuals each year. The 
shelves that provide food, toiletries, cleaning 
products, diapers, and other essentials 
depend heavily on community generosity. 

This year’s drive will focus on: 
• Non-perishable food items 
• Baby items (diapers, wipes) 
• Personal care products 
• Household essentials 

Since the Districtwide Food Drive was initiated 
in 2009, more than 625,000 pounds of food 
has been collected from a combination of 
cash donations and non-perishable goods. 
The food drive was postponed in 2020 due to 
the COVID pandemic. 
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Community 
Partnerships 
Few responsibilities are more important 
to a community than educating its 
children. They will become the next 
generation of leaders, homeowners, 
workers and parents. When residents, 
businesses and schools invest in 
that shared responsibility together, 
communities grow stronger. 

We believe education is a shared effort, 
and being part of an engaged community 
committed to supporting students 
benefits everyone. 

Throughout the year, Bloomington 
Public Schools’ partners, Friends of BPS, 
parents and community organizations 
provide social services, academic and 
internship opportunities for students, 
funding to support district needs and 
countless volunteer hours. 

And in challenging times, they step up. 
In an outpouring of support largely 
driven by BPS families, the Bloomington 
community stepped in to support 
neighbors in need. 

HELPFUL RESOURCES 

Over the past several months, our school 
community came together to support 
families affected by Operation Metro 
Surge. Across the district, neighbors, 
parents and volunteers stepped forward 
to coordinate rides, deliver food and help 
monitor school bus pick-up and drop-off 
sites. The response reflected something 
powerful about this community: when 
families face uncertainty, people show 
up to help. 

At the same time, public schools 
must operate within important legal 
boundaries designed to protect student 
privacy, limiting what districts can share 
or coordinate directly, even during 
difficult situations. 

That’s where the broader community 
made a difference. Parents organized 
food and supply drives, fundraisers and 
other efforts to support families directly. 
School and Office of Educational Equity 
staff worked behind the scenes, helping 
connect families with trusted community 
partners equipped to provide assistance. 

School PTAs, parent networks and the 
Bloomington Parent & Family Advocacy 
Council also played an important role, 
helping families access resources while 
ensuring student privacy remained 
protected. 

Bloomington Public Schools continues to 
maintain an online list of housing, food, 
legal and other community resources 
available to families. 

Flex Learning: 
Safe, Supported and Connected 

For more than two months, increased federal immigration enforcement 
activity in our community created fear and uncertainty for many 
students and families. The effects were felt inside our schools, 
disrupting attendance, engagement in learning and overall well-
being. When circumstances outside the classroom begin to affect 
a child’s ability to come to school, it becomes our responsibility 
to respond in ways that maintain stability and keep students 
connected to learning. 

As concerns grew, some families kept their children 
home and attendance declined. For the first time 
in early December, district attendance dropped 
below 90%, reaching a low of 85.7% during the 
week of Jan. 12. 

In response, the district introduced a temporary flexible learning option in mid-January. Some 
students enrolled in New Code Academy, the district’s full-time online school, while others combined 
in-person and online learning depending on conditions in the community. 

At its peak, 750 students — roughly 8% of district enrollment — participated in the flexible learning 
option. As Operation Metro Surge ended, the temporary option ended after Spring Break, and most 
students have returned to in-person learning. 

VIRTUAL TUTORING REMOVES BARRIERS 
Despite weather and community disruptions, the 
district’s Volunteer Connection’s Study Buddies 
program successfully launched a virtual tutoring 
option. The new format supported 20 students from 
nine community volunteers who provided one-on-
one tutoring. This new virtual tutoring option will 
remain available through the end of the school year. 

In-person tutoring continues at Penn Lake and 
Oxboro libraries where students make meaningful 
face-to-face connections with volunteers, and a 
special therapy dog named Louie. Families praise 
the program for helping their children become 
familiar and comfortable in a library setting, making 
it a welcoming space for learning and growth. 

A Parent Perspective: 
Our Online School 
Experience 
Choosing a school often means finding the right 
fit for a child’s personality, learning style and 
needs. For one family, that search led to New 
Code Academy, Bloomington Public Schools’ 
K–12 online school serving students across 
Minnesota. 

When their son was preparing to start kindergarten, the Dammeyers weren’t looking for an 
online school. They were simply trying to imagine him in a traditional classroom setting. 

“Our son is bright and curious, but also full of energy,” Veronica Dammeyer shared. “We 
were trying to picture him in a traditional classroom. Sitting still for most of the day didn’t 
seem like the best match.” 

When a friend suggested New Code Academy, they hesitated, assuming they would be 
responsible for most of the teaching. But they quickly discovered students participate in 
live, teacher-led instruction each day. 

“His teacher plans and leads live lessons every day, not just worksheets and screen time,” 
Dammeyer said. “The flexibility allows him to stand, stretch and move while still staying 
engaged in class.” 

What surprised the family most was how connected the experience feels. Students chat 
and collaborate before class begins, teachers check in regularly, and optional park days and 
family meetups provide opportunities to connect in person. 

With their son now in fourth grade, the Dammeyers say New Code Academy has been the 
right fit from the start. 

To learn more about New Code Academy, visit newcodeacademy.org. 
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Students, Staff Advocate for 
Legislative Priorities 

When it comes to issues affecting schools, 
few voices carry more weight than the lived 
experiences of students. As this year’s legislative 
session kicked off, Bloomington students 
brought their perspectives directly to state 
lawmakers during the Voices of Tomorrow 
student-legislative panel discussion hosted at 
Jefferson High School. 

The conversation focused on the School Board’s 
2026 Legislative priorities, including modernizing 
testing, strengthening school safety and 
updating state policies to better reflect today’s 
classrooms and student needs. Students shared 
their ideas and experiences, offering attending BOARD LEGISLATIVE lawmakers insight as they prepared for the 
legislative session. PRIORITIES 

• Enhance Safety: Funding and policiesStudents also spoke about current events 
including secure firearm storage impacting their lives. At the time, immigration 
requirementsenforcement activity had escalated across the 

community, and several panelists described • Modernize Testing: Replace high 
how it impacted their peers. Their perspectives school MCA with the ACT, and provide 
resonated beyond the event as several students flexible, remote testing options 
were invited to testify at the State Capitol, • Instructional Time: Modernize
including Kennedy High School senior and requirements to meet the needs of
School Board student representative Samia today’s students 
Mohamud. 

• Bridge Funding Gaps: Fully fund 
“My school has seen a record number of Special Education, English Learner (EL), 
students who chose online school because and extended time programs 
they feel safer,” Mohamud told lawmakers on • Fiscal Stability: Increase per pupil
the House Education Policy Committee. “I have funding in 2027 and into the future
seen my classmates fear they will be taken 
away at dismissal.” 

Board members and district leaders are also testifying on several proposed bills related to school 
safety, safe gun storage and education funding, bringing the district’s on-the-ground experience to 
policymakers as they consider decisions affecting schools across Minnesota. 

While immigration policy is not part of the School Board’s legislative platform, the Board took action 
in January to adopt a formal resolution reaffirming the district’s commitment to student safety and 
equal access to education for all students, regardless of immigration status. 

Teacher of the Year 
nominee praises 
business partnerships 
Kennedy High School industrial technology teacher 
Ricardo Rivera has been named a semifinalist for 
Education Minnesota’s Minnesota Teacher of the 
Year, placing his work with students in the spotlight 
across the state. Rivera teaches a wide range of 
Career and Technical Education courses, including auto 
mechanics, robotics, woods, engineering design, skilled 
trades and manufacturing. His teaching passion helps students 
discover interests and develop practical skills that can shape their future careers. 

Rivera’s classroom is built around hands-on learning, real-world opportunities and close 
mentorship thanks to strong business partnerships. It’s where students gain confidence 
by working through real projects and problem-solving alongside their teacher. 

“We’re going to use the jigsaw to make this cut,” Rivera says while working one-on-one 
with an Intro to Woods student, one of many moments where he guides students through 
the process of learning by doing. 

Rivera’s personalized curriculum offers students practical knowledge to help them 
compete for high-demand, well-paying jobs. Representatives from businesses and 
organizations speak to his students about internship and career opportunities. Hearing 
directly from potential employers can significantly amplify a student’s interest and 
confidence. 

“When an industry partner comes to school and says, ‘Hey, I need you,’ the students go 
‘Oh, I’ve got this.’ ” Rivera said. 

Rivera’s classrooms show what it means to prepare students for the future, giving them 
hands-on experience, problem-solving skills and the confidence to pursue their goals. 

The Minnesota Teacher of the Year winner will be announced later this spring. 

First Impressions, 
Lasting Impact 
Landing a great career requires more 
than specialized or technical skills. It 
also depends on how individuals present 
themselves, interact with others and 
navigate professional environments with 
confidence and clarity. These future-ready 
skills are core components of Bloomington’s 
business electives and DECA program. More 
than 80 Jefferson and Kennedy students put 
them into practice at a recent Bloomington 
Empowers Networking and Leadership 
Conference. 

The event featured nationally recognized 
speaker and corporate trainer, Stevie 
Ray, who led students through interactive 
exercises. By engaging in these real-world 
scenarios alongside industry professionals 
and peers, students gained experience in 
the art of interpersonal connection and 
professional networking. 

Bloomington Public Schools empowers 
students to shape their own futures through 
events and experiences, career and college 
fairs, weekly speaker visits, and regular 
check-ins with counselors. By bridging the 
gap between the classroom and professional 
world, we prepare our graduates to leave 
BPS ready to lead, innovate and excel. 

School therapy 
dogs provide 
comfort and joy 
Written by Isabella Salgado, high school 
student intern (pictured) 

In the middle of a busy school hallway you 
may find a calming presence with four 
paws. Therapy dogs play an important role 
in the district, helping students regulate 
emotions and sparking joy, even if someone 
is having a challenging day. 

“He’s always there when you need to pet 
him. He’s a very nice dog and he’s good with 
kids,” says Ridgeview third grade student 
Grace Branham about Radar, her school’s 
therapy dog. 

Radar is a facility therapy dog, trained to 
work specifically in a school setting. So is 
Valley View Middle’s therapy dog, Journey 
(pictured). There are also 
volunteer therapy dogs 
in the district, trained 
to provide general 
comfort and 
wellness. They 
all help make 
a paws-itive 
difference in our 
schools. 
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Points of Pride 
Read full details at 

bit.ly/bps271-news 

Seniors Edmund Gallia, Alexander Krotz, Duncan McDonald, Sarah Rash, 
and Conor Sweeney (JHS) and Jamie Keenan and Matthewos Michael 
(KHS) have advanced as finalists in the 2026 National Merit Scholarship 
Program. bit.ly/sp-merit-final26 

Jefferson 2016 graduate Zak Ketterson competed in 
the 2026 Winter Olympics on the U.S. cross country 
ski team. The first-time Olympian skied in four of the 
six men’s races, including the Relay (6th place), 10km 
Freestyle (38th), Skiathlon (43rd), and Sprint Classic 
(quarterfinals). 
Photo Courtesy: Gretchen Powers 

Lisa Dawson, a trainer in our Transportation 
department, is set to compete in a national school 
bus driver competition after a top finish in Minnesota’ 
Roadeo event. bit.ly/sp-bus-roadeo 

7th grade students competed in Bloomington’s 
annual City-wide Civics Bee. The top three finishers 
were Olson Middle’s Elaina Schroeder (first place) 
and Jack Simonett (third place), and Valley View 
Middle’s Leo Beacom (second place). 

Sophomore Evie Clarke (JHS) placed in the top half 
of the field in her second consecutive trip to the state 
Alpine ski meet. 

Junior Stephany Diaz Jimenez (KHS) was a top finisher in the statewide 
BestPrep Student Spotlight competition for her depiction of what financial 
freedom means. Diaz Jimenez is a student in the school’s AVID program. 
bit.ly/sp-bestprep 

Senior Conor Sweeney (JHS) is a finalist for Minnesota’s Academics, Arts and 
Athletics (Triple ‘A’) Award. Seniors Lily Heisel (JHS), Samia Mohamud and 
Gabriel Knutson (KHS) were nominees. bit.ly/sp-aaa-26 

Jefferson and Kennedy students earned 
41 honors in the 2026 Minnesota 
Scholastic Art Awards competition, 
the nation’s longest-running and most 
prestigious art recognition program for 
creative teens. bit.ly/sp-scholastic-art26 
Gold Key Award, digital portrait by Sabrin Abdi (KHS) 

The Jefferson High School competitive 
cheer team earned its seventh 
consecutive Small Varsity Game Day 
national championship at the UCA 
National High School Cheerleading 
Championship in Orlando, FL. 
bit.ly/sp-cheer-26 

BPS Nordic skiers competing at state 
included Jefferson seniors Avery Rich, 
Conor Sweeney and Logan Young. 
Rich finished second, the best state 
finish for JHS girls Nordic since 1987. 
bit.ly/sp-nordic-state26 

The South Suburban Jets adapted 
floor hockey team won its first CI 
state championship since 1995. 
The team consists of students from 
Bloomington, Edina, Eden Prairie and 
Richfield schools. bit.ly/sp-jets-state 

Jefferson Theatre Company’s competitive one act play, The Ithaca Ladies 
Read Medea, won the Metro West Conference championship, took first place 
in the Section 3AA competition, and finished third in Finals. bit.ly/sp-one-act26 

In the Know 
Calendar Change for 2026-27 
The School Board approved changes to the 2026-27 calendar to support 
students as they navigate key transitions in their educational journeys. 
Students in 6th grade will now begin their first day of middle school a 
day earlier than 7th and 8th grade students. Approved changes: 
• Aug. 31: First day of school for grades 6 and 9 only 
• Sept. 1: Grades K-5, 7-8 and 10-12 first day of school 
• Oct. 2: No school for grades K-5. Professional learning day for 

elementary staff. Regular school day for Grades 6-12. 

Early Childhood Expo 
BPS and the City of Bloomington are co-hosting the Early Childhood 
Expo from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 11 at Civic Plaza. The 
free event is open to families with children ages 5 and under who want 
to learn more about local resources, programs and services supporting 
early learning and healthy development. For more information, visit 
blm.mn/expo26 

Strategic Choices for a Sustainable Future 
District leaders are implementing changes for the 2026-27 school 
year as part of its budgeting adjustment plan. The School Board 
formally adopted the plan to reduce operating expenses by $5 million 
by increasing student walk areas, implementing a six-period day for 
middle schools, and staffing cost adjustments through retirements, 
staffing ratios and restructuring. BPS is also identifying an additional 
$5 million in adjustments for the 2027-28 school year, including 
changes to school start times to reduce transportation costs. Learn 
more about the budgeting process online at bit.ly/bps-strategic-choices 

School Pages is published by Bloomington Public Schools. It is printed and 
delivered by mail to 41,000 Bloomington households at a cost of 15 cents per 
copy to inform Bloomington residents about their public schools. 

Editor/Writer: Rick J. Kaufman, APR, Executive Director of Community Relations 

Writers/Photos: Kate Martin, APR, Stephen Rydberg, Kelsie Passolt and student 
intern Isabella Salgado 
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