
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE SCHOOL BOARD  

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 271  
Bloomington, Minnesota 

 
March 23, 2026 

 
I. ROLL CALL           Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, and there being a quorum present, the 

 School Board meeting of Independent School District 271 was called to order 
 by Chair Tom Bennett at 7:00 p.m. on March 23, 2026, in the Arlene  Bush  
 Board Room at the Educational Services Center, 1350 West 106th Street  
 Bloomington, Minnesota. 

Chair Bennett acknowledged that Bloomington Public Schools rests on the 
traditional, ancestral, and contemporary land of the Dakota.  

Members Present: Tom Bennett, Chair; Mia Olson, Vice Chair; Dawn Steigaud, Treasurer; 
Directors Nelly Korman, Ted Moore, and Heather Starks.  

Member Absent:  Matt Dymoke, Clerk. 

Attorney Present:  David Holman. 

Administration Mary Burroughs, Julio Caesar, Eric Melbye, Jenna Mitchler, John Weisser 
Present: and Rod Zivkovich. 

II. PLEDGE OF           Recited.  
ALLEGIANCE    

III. APPROVAL OF  Dawn Steigauf moved, Nelly Korman seconded. Motion carried  
AGENDA unanimously. 

IV. RECOGNITIONS  South Suburban Jets Adapted Floor Hockey Team.  

V. STUDENT REP Elsa Ackerman reports from Jefferson High School. Samia Mohamud reports  
REPORTS  from Kennedy High School.  

VI. SUPT’S REPORT Superintendent, Dr. Eric Melbye provides a brief district report.  

VII. PART A Dawn Steigauf moved, Mia Olson seconded, to approve Part A items #1-6  
 in accordance with all of the written material submitted to the School  
 Board. Motion carried unanimously. 

VIII. PART B Ted Moore moved, Dawn Steigauf seconded that the School Board of 
Achievement and Independent School District 271 approves the 2026-2029 Achievement and 
Integration  Integration Plan and its annual budget in the amount of $2,298,098. In the 
2026-2029 event of a decrease or increase in funding from the Minnesota Department of  
 Education in future years, the annual budget will be adjusted accordingly.  
 Motion carried unanimously. 

Building  Nelly Korman moved, Mia Olson seconded that the School Board of 
Reservation Independent School District 271 approves the proposed Building Reservation  
Rate rate adjustments for Class II and Class III facility users for the 2026-2027  



Page 2, Minutes 03-23-26 

 

 school year, as well as the updated Stadium and Team Room rental fee  
 adjustments effective April 15, 2026. Motion carried unanimously. 

Non-Renew Mia Olson moved, Heather Starks seconded that the School Board of 
Probationary Independent School District 271, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 122A.40, 

Teachers that the teaching contract of each of the named probationary 
teachers, listed below, in Independent School District No. 271, is hereby 
terminated at the close of the current 2025-2026 school year, June 30, 2026, 
and is not renewed for the 2026-2027 school year; and be it Resolved further, 
that the Clerk of the School Board shall issue written notice to said teacher 
regarding non-renewal of the teacher’s contract as provided by law, and that 
said notice shall be substantially the following form: Notice of termination 
you are hereby notified that at a regular meeting of the School Board of 
Independent School District No. 271, held March 23, 2026, a resolution was 
adopted by a majority roll call vote giving action that your teaching contract 
will not be renewed effective at the end of the school year, June 30, 2026, 
and is not renewed for the 2026-2027 school year. Said action of the Board is 
taken pursuant to M.S. 122A.40. You may officially request that the School 
Board give its reason for the non-renewal of your teaching contract. 
However, such request must be received within ten (10) days after the receipt 
of this notice. I move the approval of a separate resolution to  
non-renew all of the named probationary teachers and vote as one: 
 

Amiah Akerson Abigail Denis Christine Hughes Jessica Maule Rhea Schaberg 

Alexandra Anderson James Derrick Sara Ibis Jeremy Morris Gabriel Thompson 

Andrew Anderson Robyn Dunagan Quinn Jensen Nancy Norris-Weber Loretta VanPelt 

Kate Beuch Ashley Elgard Hannah Keenan Jennifer Olmstead Marie Voreis 

Anthony Bissen Lydia Freeberg Nicole Kerr Sharon Reichardt Lauren Wheeler 

Emma Bye Bryce Helmbrecht-Lommel Katie Kerrigan Andrew Richardson Isaac Wolf 

Kassi Christianson Katie Hochman Robert Martin Alexandra Reilly  

 
 
On roll call vote, six directors voted aye. Motion carried 6-0. 

Collaborative Data Dawn Steigauf moved, Heather Starks seconded that the School Board of  
Transfer and Use Independent School District 271 approves research which studies the impacts 
ServeMinnesota of ServeMinnesota Reading Corps on the assessment and service of students  
 in Special Education. Motion carried unanimously. 

Incident IQ, Heather Starks moved, Dawn Steigauf seconded that the School Board of  
LLC Independent School District 271 approves the purchase of Incident IQ, LLC 
 Inc for a technology work order and inventory system for $47,446.21.  
 Motion carried unanimously. 

Donations Nelly Korman moved, Dawn Steigauf seconded that the School Board of  
 Independent School District 271 accepts donations, as indicated in the  
 background, in the amount of $62,508.59. Motion carried unanimously. 

Bid for Pavement Heather Starks moved, Dawn Steigauf seconded that the School Board of  
Kennedy High Independent School District 271 accepts the bid from Minnesota Roadways,   



School Co, for pavement rehabilitation at Kennedy High School. Motion carried  
 unanimously. 

Policy Review Tom Bennett, Chair of the Board Policy Committee, provided an overview of 
the policy reviewed by the committee on February 12, 2026 and brought to 
the Board for information and discussion.  
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Policy 706  Ted Moore moved, Nelly Korman seconded that the School Board of  
Independent School District 271 approves revised Policy 706, Donations. 
Five directors voted aye, one voted nay. Motion carried unanimously. 

IX. BOARD Tom Bennett shared an update from the Board Policy Committee. Heather 
COMMITTEE Starks shared an update from the Board Community Engagement and 
REPORTS Legislative Committee. 

X. BOARD MEMBER  Dawn Steigauf, Mia Olson, Heather Starks, Samia Mohamud, and Elsa 
REPORTS Ackerman shared a board member report.   

XI. OTHER None. 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  There being no further business to come before the School Board, Chair  
 Bennett adjourned the meeting at 7:57 p.m.  

 

____________________________ 
Matt Dymoke, Clerk 
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