
As we close another school year, it’s worth 
pausing to reflect on what our school 
community has accomplished together. 

Truth is, it has not been an easy year. We’ve 
faced difficult decisions, complex challenges, 
and moments that tested us. But through 
it all, our leaders and staff have 
remained steady, and our 
commitment to students and to 
each other has never wavered. 

Across Bloomington Public 
Schools, we have much to be 
proud of. 

Students have grown in ways 
that go far beyond academics. 
They’ve built confidence, 
discovered new interests, and taken 
meaningful steps toward who they 
are becoming. From our youngest learners 
to our graduating seniors, each milestone is a 
celebration. Their growth is driven by educators 
who understand each student’s needs and help 
them move forward, along with support staff 
who ensure our schools are safe, welcoming, 
and ready each day. 

We’ve made strategic choices to ensure a 
sustainable future. We’ve responded to events 

that impacted our students’ sense of stability. 
We’ve listened to perspectives while staying 
grounded in our responsibility to serve all. 

Through it all, we are anchored in a simple 
belief. Bloomington Public Schools exist 

for students and families. That belief will 
continue to guide our decisions, 

communication, and actions. 

What stands out most to me is 
the strength of our community. 
The way families look out 
for their children, and for 
all students, and the shared 
commitment to stay engaged, 

ask questions, and work 
together to get it right. 

As we head into summer, it’s a time 
to recharge, reflect, and celebrate. To 

our graduates, we are incredibly proud of you 
and look forward to the paths you will forge. 

Thank you all for your partnership, your trust, 
and your commitment to our schools. It is a 
privilege to serve this community. 

Have a safe, restful, and well-deserved summer. 
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Kennedy senior Allison 
Sheehan is helping lead 
the Bloomington Bears 
flag football team into 
an exciting new season, 
building on last year’s 
impressive debut that 
ended in a state quarterfinal 
run. Now a team captain, Sheehan brings a 
new level of confidence and leadership to the 
field, sharpened through her experience in the 
Captains Crew program. 

Captains Crew is a partnership with the 
Bloomington Police Department to support 
students who are captains of their respective 
activities and athletics. The crew meets three 
times a year before the fall, winter and spring 
seasons, bringing together all captains from each 
high school. Captains leave the program ready 
to begin their seasons with greater confidence, 
clear direction and an understanding of the 
impact they have on their team. 

“I learned how to use consistent encouragement 
through highs and lows as a way to grow with 
my teammates,” said Sheehan. “I’m also building 
bonds to hold everyone accountable for our 
team goals. That becomes easier if you have 
good relationships with your teammates.” 

“We focus on helping students develop their 
captain’s voice, knowing what to look for, how 
to respond in key moments, and how to be that 
connection between teammates and coaches,” 
said Amos J. Olivarez, Sr., Bloomington Police 
wellness director. 

Finishing Strong, Looking Forward 

A Message from Superintendent Eric Melbye 
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Minnesota Teacher of the Year finalist Ricardo Rivera 
(KHS) teaches Dr. Melbye and sophomore Jesus 
Arrenchu-Saavedra about welding. 
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Walk Areas Increase to Ease Costs 

Beginning this fall, student walk areas will expand as part of 
our ongoing efforts to align transportation services across 
the district. Elementary walk areas will increase from 0.5 to 
1.0 mile, and secondary walk areas from 1.25 to 2.0 miles. 

Students who live within their school’s designated walk 
area will not receive bus transportation, consistent with 
district guidelines. 

This adjustment is part of the Board-approved Strategic 
Choices for a Sustainable Future plan and is designed to 
create a more efficient and sustainable transportation 
system. The streamlining of bus routes is expected to 
create a $750,000 savings by reducing an over reliance on 
contracted bus services. The updated walk areas also reflect 
input from parents and caregivers and bring Bloomington Public Schools more closely in line with 
neighboring districts. 

Families will receive more information about transportation and pay-to-ride options before the start 
of the next school year. Families are able to check whether their address is within the new walk area 
boundary using the School Locator tool on our BPS website. Please note as bus routes are finalized in 
August, some locations may fall within or outside the walk area. 

Refining Emergency 
Response Plans 
Across Bloomington Public Schools, the work of 
keeping students safe is constantly evolving, guided by 
experience, partnership, and a commitment to continuous 
improvement. 

Beginning in Fall 2026, the district will take an important 
next step by adopting the The I Love U Guys Foundation’s 
Standard Response Protocol (SRP), a nationally recognized 
framework that brings clarity and consistency to how schools respond in any situation. 
Built around five clear, action-based responses - Hold, Secure, Lockdown, Evacuate, and 
Shelter - SRP is designed to support quick, confident decision-making when it matters most. 

“While many of these practices already exist in our schools, this transition is about refining 
and aligning them into one shared language across every building and every team member,” 
said Rick Kaufman, APR, executive director of community relations and emergency 
management. 

Before the new school year begins, all staff will participate in dedicated training designed 
to build a shared understanding of each response and the critical role they play in keeping 
students safe. 

Just as important, SRP strengthens coordination beyond our school walls. Used by a majority 
of school districts in Minnesota and the U.S., and aligned with police, fire, and EMS partners, 
this approach reduces confusion and enhances collaboration during emergencies. 

Impactful 
Neighbors 
Some partnerships fade over time. Others 
become part of a community’s identity. 

One of those enduring connections has 
been quietly thriving for more than five 
decades. Since the 1970s, students from 
Indian Mounds Elementary have made 
the short walk to Martin Luther Senior 
Living, where classrooms give way to 
conversations, laughter, and shared 
experiences across generations. 

Each month, that walk becomes a bridge 
between ages, where students and 
residents sit together exploring computer 
science, take to the open air flying kites, 
lift their voices in song, or lend a hand 
preparing items for Meals on Wheels. 
What begins as a visit quickly becomes 
a lasting connection and a sense of 
belonging that reaches well beyond the 
school day. 

“The relationships are truly amazing. 
Students learn a lot about what it means 
to care about community members,” said 
Indian Mounds principal Liz Lodermeier 
about the monthy visits. 

The intergenerational connections build 
community and create joyful memories 
that leave a lasting impact. That’s the 
case for Sam Olmstead, a former Indian 
Mounds student who remembers those 
visits as a kindergartener. 

“I grew up across the street and 
remember watching long lines of kids 
walking over in what seemed like an 
annual pilgrimage. Eventually I became 
one of those kids and was part of that 
experience,” said Olmstead. 

Olmstead continued visiting through 
his childhood, often playing music for 
the residents with his family. Now as a 
husband and father of four, Olmstead 
says he felt a tug to return, so he became 
a regular volunteer at Martin Luther 
last year. 

“We are a community, but we don’t 
always realize it. Those visits with my 
classmates and my family normalized the 
residents as part of my community and 
neighborhood,” said Olmstead. 

Summer Construction Projects 
Several school upgrades and maintenance projects are scheduled this summer that may 
limit or impact access to schools. These include: 

• Early Learning at Washburn: 
Expanding the parking lot and bus drop-
off area to add parking space and relieve 
traffic during pick-up and drop-offs. 

• Olson Elementary and Middle: 
Renovations continue with an expected 
completion in Fall 2028. 

• Jefferson High School: Mechanical 
updates including adding dehumidification 
to the main gymnasium. 

• Kennedy High School: Renovations 
including new cafeteria windows, sealing 
the parking lot, and updates to the school 
courtyard to allow better access via the 
main entrance. Local volunteers helped 
with the landscaping of the courtyard. 

• District-wide: Installation of new security 
cameras, access control and building 
security system improvements. 

Early Learning at Washburn 
parking lot expansion 

https://www.bloomington.k12.mn.us/find-your-school
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Jessie Hanson, 36 years 
Chief Custodian, Southwood Center 

Hanson joined BPS as a custodian in 1989. Over the years she worked 
at Oak Grove and Olson junior high schools, on summer cleaning 
crews, and as chief custodian at Westwood Elementary. She’s best 
known as the chief custodian at Southwood Center where she spent 
the majority of her career. Her colleagues joked that Southwood was 
the “retirement building” because it was presumed to be an easy 
building to manage. While she did retire from that site, Hanson assures 

it was far from easy, and a welcome challenge. Her last big project was helping the Southwood 
staff transition to the new Early Learning at Washburn site last fall. 

“I didn’t want to retire until the transition was complete. I was so much a part of that early 
childhood community and I knew what my team would need from me at the new site, so I am glad 
I could make that be my last project. I absolutely loved my job, the kids and the staff.” 

Karen Zollar, 32 Years 
Counselor, Kennedy High School 

Zollar landed her dream job as a counselor at Kennedy in 1994, 
supporting students with social, emotional, academic and college/ 
career counseling. She says it’s a privilege to have worked with so 
many multilingual students and families. Zollar has served on the Safe 
and Drug Free Schools, district school counselors, and scholarship 
committees, MN School Counselors Association and as Kennedy’s 
Financial Aid and Scholarship Coordinator. 

“I feel blessed to have spent over three decades supporting multiple generations of students 
with the opportunity to make an impact on their lives,” said Zollar. “I am grateful for all the many 
friendships made with colleagues.” 

The Final Bell 
Celebrating 662 Years of Service 

Kathleen Gustafson 
31 years 

Administrative Clerk 

Ray Cannon 
30 years 

Digital Learning Specialist 

Deborah Johnson 
30 years 

2nd Grade Teacher 

Sean O’Halloran 
30 years 

Occupational Therapist 

Jolene Hrbek 
29 years 

Cook Manager 

Juli Peterson 
29 years 

Science Teacher 

Meredith Aby-Keirstead 
29 years 

Social Studies Teacher 

Chuck Knudsen 
27 years 

Bus Driver 

Bonnie Lacoursiere 
27 years 

Instructional Assistant 

Germaine Persing 
27 years 

DAPE Teacher 

Anne Roush 
25 years 

Physical Education Teacher 

Roxanne Skunberg 
25 years 

Base Custodian 

John Raymond 
25 years 

Math Teacher 

Jon Anderson 
24 years 

High School Activities 
Director 

Janet Clarke 
22 years 

Adult Learning Exchange 
Coordinator 

Annette Murphy 
22 years 

Instructional Assistant 
Paraprofessional 

Patty Hartman 
21 years 

First Cook 

Karin Eliason 
18 years 

Preschool Teacher 

Becky Huls 
16 years 

Program Management 
Support Paraprofessional 

Kari Kelley-Porter 
16 years 

Community Liaison 

Laurie Schrader 
16 years 

Program Management 
Support Paraprofessional 

Dean Carlson 
15 years 

Base Custodian 

Lisa Friebe 
15 years 

Program Management 
Support Paraprofessional 

Karla Rokke 
15 years 

Math Teacher 

Erin Smith 
15 years 

4th Grade Teacher 

Deborah Houle 
15 years 

1st Grade Teacher 

A Celebration of Service will honor 28 employees with a combined 662 years of teaching and 
supporting students. The annual reception recognizes employees with 15 or more years of 
employment at the time of their retirement or departure. Congratulations to our longest serving 
staff on their dedication to Bloomington Public Schools. We thank and wish them the best in 
their future. 

We thank the following dedicated professionals and 
wish them success in their future endeavors. 

PREPARING FUTURE 
PARAMEDICS 
Written with contributions from student 
intern Nathalie De Leon Ventura 

Answering the call before they graduate, 
Bloomington students enrolled in the 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
pathway at Bloomington Career and 
College Academy (BCCA) are stepping 
into real-world roles with purpose. 
Backed by a new $160,000 state grant, the 
program is expanding access to industry 
certifications, advanced equipment, and 
expert instruction, preparing the next 
generation of first responders to meet a 
growing community need. 

“This is my favorite class. We actually 
learn how to save someone’s life,” says 
Jefferson High School senior and BCCA 
student Tessa Ryan, who plans to pursue 
an Emergency Medical Technician job 
this summer. 

THREE DECADES OF 
VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers have always been a vital part 
of our schools, generously sharing their 
time and talents to support students and 
staff. That spirit is exemplified through our 
Volunteer Connection program, which is 
celebrating 30 years of connecting caring 
individuals with students, teachers, and 
families. We are deeply grateful to the 
many past and present volunteers who 
have helped students feel supported, and 
strengthened our schools as welcoming, 
connected communities. 
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Bloomington School Board 
Tom Bennett, Chair 
Mia Olson, Vice Chair 
Matt Dymoke, Clerk 
Dawn Steigauf, Treasurer 

Nelly Korman, Director 
Ted Moore, Director 
Heather Starks, Director 

@bloomingtonpublicschools Stay connected with us! @bloomingtonpublicschools @bps271

Superintendent Eric Melbye, Ed.D., Ex Officio 

Fusion After-School Program Redesign 
The Fusion program is undergoing a redesign for the 2026-27 school 
year following a review of middle school after-school offerings. The 
review considered budget limitations, ongoing staffing shortages, and 
low use of activity buses. Next year, Fusion will shift to teacher-led 
program options. Despite these changes, students will continue to have 
access to a wide range of opportunities, including theater, show choir, 
Young Women’s Leadership Forum, robotics, math team, stock market, 
speech, and more. 

Chip In for Schools 
Support our schools and students by 
registering for the annual Chip in for Schools 
Golf Classic, the Education Foundation of 
Bloomington’s largest fundraising event. 
Tournament proceeds help students through 
the Children’s Food for Thought program, 
student success stipends, classroom innovation 
grants and scholarships. The event is July 28 at 
The Wilds Golf Club in Prior Lake. Learn more and 
register to golf or volunteer at bit.ly/efb-chip-in26 

Food Drive Results 
A big thank-you to students, families and staff who supported our 16th 
District-wide Food Drive last month. Together with our business and 
community partners, BPS collected more than 5,000 pounds of non-
perishable food and nearly $5,500 in donations, enough to provide 
over 20,000 meals for local families and individuals in need through 
Volunteers Enlisted to Assist People (VEAP). 

Jefferson hockey earned two Coach of the Year honors: boys coach Matt 
Elsen was named Section 2AA Head Coach of the Year, and girls coach 
Sierra Johnson was named Section 6AA Assistant Coach of the Year. 

Senior Braden Rhodes (KHS) set a new school 
record in the boys track and field 400m. His time of 
49.59 broke the previous record of 49.64 set by Juan 
Bowers in 2016. 

Ruby Pichel (OGM) will compete in the National History 
Day event in June. The seventh grader qualified with a 
first place finish in the state-level competition in April. 
bit.ly/bps-nhd26 

Jefferson Theatre Company’s spring 
production of “Once Upon a Mattress” 
received 27 honors from Spotlight 
Education. bit.ly/jhs-spotlight 

Senior Indigo Gabriel (KHS) set a new 
national record for most career solo 
awards by a high school show choir 
performer. Additionally, both high 
school show choirs delivered exceptional 
performances, highlighted by repeated 
success in competitions throughout the 
year. bit.ly/bps-sc-season26 

Avery Rich (JHS) and Allison 
Sheehan (KHS) are this year’s 
Athena Award winners, presented 
annually to outstanding female 
senior athletes from high schools 
across the metro area. 
bit.ly/bps-athena26 

BEC-TV student techs earned two 
student production awards from the 
Midwest Emmy Foundation in the 
categories of Sports Program and Live 
Sports Coverage. The winning programs 
now head to national competition. 
bit.ly/bectv-award26 

Bloomington elementary students earned awards at the Coolest Projects 
Showcase held at the Science Museum of Minnesota. The event celebrates 
students and the innovative creations they make with code. 
bit.ly/bps-cool-coding 

Bloomington student robotics Team 
BJORG 2470 won the Granite City 
Regional competition, the team’s first 
regional victory since 2009. The team 
also earned the Imagery Award for 
team branding, robot design and overall 
presentation. bit.ly/bps-robot-regional 

The district drew attention in March when U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar 
visited Oak Grove Middle School special education classrooms; and 
Governor Tim Walz and Commissioner of Education Willie Jett joined 
students at Normandale Hills Elementary in May for a spirited rally, singing 
along to “O-N-E Minnesota,” a song written by music teacher Jeff Zupfer. 

https://www.bloomington.k12.mn.us/news
https://www.instagram.com/bloomingtonpublicschools/
https://www.facebook.com/bloomingtonpublicschools
https://x.com/bps271
https://www.bloomington.k12.mn.us/news
http://bit.ly/efb-chip-in26
http://bit.ly/bps-nhd26
http://bit.ly/jhs-spotlight
http://bit.ly/bps-sc-season26
http://bit.ly/bps-athena26 
http://bit.ly/bectv-award26 
http://bit.ly/bps-cool-coding
http://bit.ly/bps-robot-regional 
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